


of the panel, Pedro Villena Perez, Deputy General
Director for Maghreb affairs of the Spanish Mi-
nistry of Foreign Affairs, highlighted the region’s
importance both in national and European as well
as international context. His argumentation was
based on the geographic position in close proximity
of the EU, making it the most obvious link between
European and regional security. In that context, he
primarily mentioned the problematic relations
among individual countries of the region, organised
crime and migration as well as the issues of conti-
nuous and often failed transformation projects that
make the already poor situation of local inhabitants
even worse. The primary security goal in the region
is to ensure stability through building institutions
and local economies towards redressing the most
urgent social problems. Terrorism and Western
Sahara should also be taken into account as well as
the issue of population growth, particularly over-
representation of younger population that has
limited prospect of both personal development and
improvement of living conditions.

Professor Eduard Gombir, Director of the Middle
East and Africa Institute of the Charles University
Philosophical Faculty, stated that such absence of
future prospect plays up to activities by extremist
groups in the region, who are mostly of foreign
origin. Deputy Director of the Spanish Institute for
Strategic Studies Ignacia Garcia Sanchez stressed
that general challenges facing all countries in the
region included a poor regional integration and
lacking infrastructure, especially transportation
networks, which had a major impact on potential
administration and control of the territory as well as
on the capabilities to cater for basic needs of the
populace. Spain and France play the first fiddle in

terms of European relations to the region, while it is
always the question which one of the two countries
dominates the development of relevant European
policy at given moment. Garcia accentuated that
European policy on that region must be based on the
triad of pillars: multilateralism, long-term enga-
gement and legitimacy.

The third closing panel discussion covered the
issues of illegal migration to the EU as a pressing
security challenge and its impact on the Czech and
Spanish security policy. The discussion saw the
attendance of leading experts from both countries:
Gil Arias Fernandez, Deputy Director of the Euro-
pean Agency for the Management of Operational
Cooperation at the External Borders of the EU
Member States (FRONTEX), Jesus Fernandez
Caballero, Deputy Director General for Interna-

tional Relations and Immigration of the Ministry of

the Interior; Toma$ Hai$man, Director of Asylum
and Immigration Policy Department of the Czech
Ministry of Interior, and Pavel Ciiinsky from OPU
refugee aid organisation.

Individual experts and the discussion voiced the
opinion that the new perception of illegal migration
as a security challenge was largely due to the chan-
ged discourse. As late as until 1970’s, illegal migra-
tion was not regarded a security risk, but nowadays
became one of the most serious challenges. Spea-
kers agreed on the point that immigration as such
is a phenomenon that often entails some nega-
tive elements such as organised criminal activities
(chiefly trafficking in people). Governmental agen-
cies responsible for migration should be primarily
tasked to counter those negative elements, first and
foremost in cooperation with the source countries
of migration.

Conference

The discussion highlighted the fact that illegal stay
in a foreign country territory is not a criminal act,
but only a tort. Consequently, observance of human
and social rights must be guaranteed at all times,
even for illegal migrants. Persons actively involved
in human trafficking must contrarily face the most
severe criminal sanctions.
As to the different degree of risk that illegal migra-
tion poses for Spain and for the Czech Republic, it
was mentioned that given the absence of borders
with countries outside the Schengen area, transit
migration was a relatively minor problem for the
Czech Republic. For Spain on the other hand, it is
a very serious challenge because of the proximity of
the North African seacoast. Experts nevertheless
agreed there was a need to counter illegal migration
jointly, notwithstanding that effects illegal migra-
tion has on individual EU member states may vary
significantly.
The conference closed in an informal glass-of-wine
meeting, as a part of which a new monograph by the
Charles University CESES FSS Center for Security
was officially introduced in a ceremony (Milo§
Balaban, Antonin Rasek ed., Carolinum 2010). The
monograph sponsors included Alena Gajdiiskova,
Vice-Chairperson of the Senate of the Czech Re-
public, Irena Moozova, Head of the Representation
of the European Commission in the Czech Repub-
lic, Arturo Laclaustra Beltran, Spanish ambassador
in the Czech Republic, Jakub Konéelik, dean of the
Charles University Faculty of Social Sciences and
doyen of Czech journalists, Jan Petranek.
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