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Introduction: General objective 
 
 
The Chair Jean Monnet “ad personam”, held by Prof. Antonio Bar Cendón, Professor 
of Constitutional Law and Professor Jean Monnet “ad personam”, of the University of 
Valencia, Spain, includes as one of its central activities, the organisation of a series of 
seminars (“training courses”) on problems related to new governance of the European 
Union and its Common Defence Policy. These seminars are mainly addressed to the 
military staff of the Headquarters of the NATO Rapid Deployable Corps, Spain 
(NRDC-SP), and the Spanish Headquarters of the Land Rapid Deployable Corps 
(CGTAD), the site of both of which is Valencia, Spain, although they are open also to 
other high level officers and commanders of the Spanish Armed Forces and to all those 
military officers and commanders whom the Commander of the NRDC-SP and the 
CGTAD may also wish to invite. 
 
This seminar, concentrating on the Sahel, will take place on 30 September 2014. It is 
the second in a series of six seminars which will be organised within the span of three 
consecutive years (2014-2016). The first seminar, held on 14 January 2014, dealt with 
the Middle East and analyzed the present situation of that region, from both military and 
security perspectives. Two generals – an Israeli and a Jordanian – and three civilian 
experts – from Syria, Iran and Spain – participated in this seminar as speakers. 
 
The objective of this second seminar is to analyze the problems that affect the extensive 
region of the Sahel and their different dimensions – mainly from the security and 
defence perspectives – and their implications for the European Union, but also for the 
rest of Africa and the western world. 
 
The Sahel (“border” in Arabic) is an extensive geographic strip of the center-north of 
Africa which serves as border between the green zone of the south of Africa, and the 
North zone, which is drier and a desert in its larger part. This peculiar geographic 
structure which covers six countries (Mauritania, Mali, Niger, Chad, Sudan, Eritrea) is a 
very poor region, with blurred – badly defined and worse controlled – borders, with 
very weak States, with non consolidated or practically nonexistent institutional 
structures and apparatuses, and with tribal-kind of governments. All of this means that 
this is a region with few resources, extreme poverty, hunger, nomadic way of life, and 
of transit of populations from the south to the north of Africa and to Europe; a land 
where criminal activities such as human trafficking, drugs trading, terrorism and radical 
jihadism have found the proper place to flourish. 
 
In this seminar, the analysis is focused on those aspects which affect directly security 
and defence issues; therefore other aspects related to the humanitarian crisis that affects 
the region – never mind their extraordinary relevance – are only considered here as long 
as they are also closely related to the security and defence issues. 
 
The seminar sessions will take place in English. 
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Specific objective: Draft Program 
 
 
The program of the seminar – as detailed bellow – consists mainly of six sessions in 
which the Sahel region is analyzed as much from general perspectives – both internal 
and external – as from specific perspectives – including defence, security, fight against 
the terrorism – and finally it also includes the Spanish perspective, due to the relevant 
role that Spain has as the EU’s southern border which is closer to the Sahel and also to 
its implication in the regional conflict. 
 
 
 

-- Draft Programme -- 
 
 
29 September 2014: 
 
19:15 Welcome Reception in Palace of the Capitanía General of Valencia 
 
 
30 September 2014: 
 
09:00-09:15 Welcome and presentation of the Seminar 

 
LTG. Rafael Comas Abad, Lieutenant General, Spanish Army. Commander of 
the Headquarters of the NATO Rapid Deployable Corps, Spain (NRDC-SP), 
Valencia, Spain. 
 
Prof. Dr. Antonio Bar Cendón, Professor of Constitutional Law, Chair 
Jean Monnet ad personam of EU Law and Politics, Faculty of Law, 
University of Valencia, Spain. 

 
09:15-10:30 “The Sahel, a Region in Conflict: A view from inside” 
 
10:30-10:45 Coffee break 
 
10:45-12:15 “The Sahel: The military-defence perspective. Operations to re-

establish and reinforce the State rule. The role of France” 
 
12:15-13:45 “The Sahel: The security perspective. Building-up capacities. The role 

of the EU” 
 
13:45-15:00 Lunch 
 
15:00-16:30 “The Sahel: The security perspective. The fight against terrorism and 

human trafficking / illegal immigration” 
 
16:30-16:45 Coffee break 
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16:45-18:15 “The Sahel: The broader perspective. Prospects for cooperation and 

consolidation” 
 
18:15-18:30 Conclusions - Farewell 
 
 

*   *   * 
 
 
 
Site: 
Palace of the Capitanía General de Valencia, Valencia, Spain. 
Conference room. 
 
Date: 
29-30 September 2014. 
 
Language: 
The seminar will take place in English, with no simultaneous translation provided. 
 
 
 

*   *   * 
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