


 

 

Europe’s multiple challenges: How to avoid the shipwreck? 

Over the past few years, discourses of austerity have monopolised the space for political 

action in Europe. They eventually led to a systemic crisis of the European project. 

While their intention was to alleviate the symptoms of the 2007-2008 economic 

crisis, austerity measures adopted by the European Union (EU) have further deepened 

divisions and inequalities and they contributed to the rise of anti-austerity movements 

and parties such as SYRIZA in Greece, MoVimento 5 Stelle (M5S) in Italy, Alternative 

für Deutschland in Germany and Podemos in Spain. In the absence of serious 

alternatives that promote progressive ideas and solidarity, Europe could find itself 

heading towards a re-awakening of nationalist, divisionary and exclusionary dynamics it 

thought to have left behind.  

The January 2015 Charlie Hebdo attacks in Paris further emphasised the emergence of 

potentially threatening lines of division in many European countries. Besides the rise of 

the aforementioned parties and movements, far-right formations that were already 

gaining momentum have also been able to increase their support (Front National in 

France, PEGIDA in Germany, UKIP in the United Kingdom and the neo-Nazi Golden 

Dawn in Greece). The motivations of the people that are attracted to these parties 

include several possible explanations that range from identity crisis to rejecting anti-

austerity measures and fears over the actions and the motivations of radical violent 

groups. Nevertheless, this strong and sudden popularity that benefits both far-left and 

far-right parties and movements is linked to the rejection of traditional parties and 

political elites by the public opinion. The popular quest for a strong alternative to the 

status quo is only adding to the risk of ending up with democratic but radical choices 

that would contradict the EU’s values and beliefs.  

Today, Europe seems to have few choices other than to rethink its political and 

institutional arrangements. But it also has to put more efforts into redefining what its 

shared values, its long-term vision and its true aspirations for the future are. This one-

day workshop, entitled Europe’s multiple challenges: How to avoid the shipwreck? 

aims at bringing together two threads, one on democracy and popular anti-austerity 

movements, the other on security and citizenship rights, in an attempt to take us closer 

towards questioning the possible futures for Europe. Despite their differences in 

emphasis, both sets of problematiques bring into question the coming model for Europe 

and the role that citizens will be asked to play. Will this vision be inclusive and based 

on social and political solidarity? What role will citizens be asked to play in the 



formulation and the implementation of a future model for Europe? To phrase it 

differently, could the European Union be shifting now towards another model based on 

more national sovereignty and less collective perceptions? Could Greece’s legislative 

results be the sign of an evolution towards a completely reshaped European model? On 

the other hand, as serious as they are, can the terrorist threats within the EU justify 

further governmental restrictions on liberties without nurturing the harsh rhetoric of 

right-wing and left-wing parties in return? Do the governmental reactions to the 

emerging challenges answer them correctly? The crisis of the European model is a 

reality. The European project needs to be redefined if we are to avoid Jean- Claude 

Juncker´s statement that he may be the President of the “last chance [European] 

Commission” from becoming a prophecy. Avoiding the shipwreck requires an 

immediate engagement with these challenges, an understanding of the messages they 

hold for us and the analysis of concrete measures and solutions.  



Europe’s multiple challenges: How to avoid the shipwreck? 

17 April 2015 

Saint Louis University 

Auditorium 

Calle Amapolas 3 

Madrid 

 

10.15hs Registration and welcome coffee 

 

10.30hs  Welcome address: Dr. Paul Vita, Academic Dean of Saint Louis 

University, Madrid 

 

10.45hs  The future of democracy in Europe: anti-austerity parties in upcoming 

national elections 

José Moisés Martín Carretero, Economistas Frente a la Crisis, Madrid 

Costas Douzinas, Birkbeck School of Law, University of London 

Margot Salomon, Centre for the Studies of Human Rights, London 

School of Economics 

Moderator: Simona Rentea, Saint Louis University 

 

12.45hs  Lunch Break 

 

14.30hs  Europe’s fight against terrorism: legal and social implications  

Martin Sheinin, European University Institute, Florence 

Nadine El-Enany, Birkbeck School of Law, University of London 

Gonzalo Boye Tuse, Centro de Estudios, Colegio de Abogados de 

Madrid 

Moderator: Emma Hooper, CIDOB, Barcelona 

 

16.30hs  Concluding remarks 
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